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2. SHRINERS HOSPITALS

ORIENTAL SLATE 2015
THOMAS W. ABRAHAM (642-9404) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Potentate

PO Box 185, Hartford, NY 12838
ROBERT E. HARRIS (441-5496) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chief Rabban
JAMES D. VOOYS (374-8770) . . . . . . . . . . . . . Assistant Rabban
GAYLORD HAWLEY (744-0581) . . . . . . . . High Priest & Prophet
PAUL S. KAHIAN (364-1037) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oriental Guide
DANIEL RHODES (885-5494) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Treasurer
W. HARRY PROUT, PP (273-6199) . . . . . . . . Treasurer Emeritus
THOMAS K. NICHOLSON, PP (899-6407) . . . . . . . . . . Recorder

19 Sierra Trace, Ballston Lake, NY 12019
DANIEL E. MURRAY, PP (885-4358) . . . . . . . Recorder Emeritus

representatives to imperial council
Thomas Abraham                                                      Robert Harris

hospital board of governors
Boston, MA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James D. Vooys
Boston, MA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . William A. Reed, PP, Emeritus
Montreal, Canada. . . . . . . . . . . . Richard L. Wilson, PP, Associate
Montreal, Canada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Craig Cashman, PP, Emeritus
Springfield, MA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L. John Garhartt, PP
Springfield, MA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard L. Wilson, PP, Emeritus
Springfield, MA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Pagano, Associate

appointed line
Frederick Sauer (235-2076) .. . . . . . . . . . . 1st Ceremonial Master
Barry Trasacco (480-3982) . . . . . . . . . . . . 2nd Ceremonial Master
Merrel Allen (753-4589) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marshal
David Stanley (237-6909) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Captain of the Guard
Gary Burch (632-5436) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Outer Guard
James Flatt (648-6248) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director
Byron D. Moak, PP (235-5868) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chaplain
Byron D. Moak, PP (235-5868) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Historian
Thomas K. Nicholson, PP (899-6407) . . Hospital Fund Chairman
Charles D. Wilson (854-3590) . . . . . . $100 Million Club Chairman
L. John Garhartt, PP (753-7821) . . . . . . . NYOSA Representative
Byron D. Moak, PP (235-5868) and
Gaylord Hawley (744-0581) . . . . . . . . . Membership Chairmen

John R. Patterson (692-7920). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Attorney
DeChants, Fuglein & Johnson, LLP (785-1211). . . . . . . . . Auditor
W. Harry Prout, PP (273-6199) . . . . . . . . . . Oriental News Editor
William H. Prout, Jr. (283-1042) . . . . Oriental News Business Mgr.
J. Ronald Williams (792-1903) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Protocol Officer
Thomas K. Nicholson, PP (899-6407) Imperial Housing Chairman
Byron D. Moak, PP (235-5868) . . . . . . Public Relations Chairman
Truman Cox (798-8829) . . . . . . . . . . . . . Transportation Chairman
Barry Trasacco (480-3982) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Circus Chairman
Barry Trasacco (480-3982) . . . . . . . . . Daddy Program Chairman
Gaylord Hawley (744-0581) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Parade Marshal
Paul Garhartt (583-7943). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Webmaster
Frederick Sauer (235-2076) . . . . . . . . . Potentate’s Ball Chairman
Barry Trasacco (480-3982) . . . . . . . . . Fall Ceremonial Chairman
Raymond Kappes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vidalia Onion Chairman

ambassadors at large
Edward Pavlic

potentate’s aides
Walter Cunniff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Personal Aide
William H. Prout, Jr.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Communications Aide
Harold Goodsell, Frank Root, Daniel Rhodes . . . . . . . Chief Aides
Henry Allen, Merrel Allen, Charles Wilson,
James Ellsworth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aides

finance committee
Thomas Abraham             Robert Harris                     James Vooys

insurance advisory committee
Daniel E. Murray, PP      Robert Schmidt          John R. Patterson

financial advisory committee
Richard L. Wilson, PP Thomas K. Nicholson, PP

circus committee
Barry Trasacco, Chairman

Paul Marinello, PP Thomas Abraham
L. John Garhartt, PP Timothy Grogan, PP

divan representatives to shrine clubs
L. John Garhartt, PP. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cambridge
James D. Flatt, PP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Glens Falls
TBA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Norco
Howard L. Waller, PP. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Saratoga
William B. Fink, Jr., PP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Schenectady
Robert E. Harris. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Troy

divan representatives to units
J. Ronald Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Keystone Kops
David Stanley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oriental Patrol
Truman Cox . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Transportation Chairman

Shriners Hospitals
Helping Over

1 Million
Children!

Troy Area Shrine Club
PAUL KAHIAN, Secretary

The September 28th meeting was opened
by Vice President Byron Moak who gave the
invocation and led all in the Shriner’s Pledge
to the Flag. Everyone enjoyed a delicious din-
ner prepared by Lady Dorothy Allen. 
Club President Rick Sauer congratulated

Noble Merrell and Lady Dorothy Allen on their
60th wedding anniversary and Dorothy’s birth-
day. All joined in singing happy birthday.
President Sauer then introduced the Troy

Shrine Club officers.
Club Treasurer John Pagano gave Trea-

surer’s report. A motion was made to accept
report – motion passed unanimously.
Under Sickness and Distress, Noble Roger

Minch reported that Noble Jake Leberman
was going to have knee surgery.
Noble Paul Kleinberger gave us a preview

of next month’s exciting program. Since it is
fall and all is colorful, Noble Paul asked all to
dress colorfully. The meeting date is October
26th.
Program of the evening was a very interest-

ing and informative movie about Shriner en-
dowments in farming and lumber. 
Noble Robert Harris wanted all to know that

Oriental was looking for a new Transportation
chairperson.
President Sauer then asked for a Nominat-

ing Committee for officers of the Troy Shrine
Club for 2016 to be presented at the Novem-
ber meeting. Nobles Paul Kleinberger, Bob
Harris and PP Bryon Moak all agreed to
serve. 
Illustrious Tom Abraham was then given the

floor. He introduced his Lady Leslie and all
members of Divan, Past Potentates and
ladies. He reported: Circus was a success
and thanked all that helped out. There has
been a committee meeting about insurance
coverage. He reported that the Sportsmen’s
Raffle will be held at the Shrine Center on Oc-
tober 17th. All are welcome to attend a fun
filled afternoon. There is a raffle for a beautiful
knife with the Shrine’s emblem. Lady Leslie is
heading the raffle of Tiffany necklace. Tickets
are only $20 and drawing will be held at the
Holiday Party, October 31st is the Fall Cere-
monial. It will be held at the Holiday Inn in
Lake George beginning at 9:00 am. There will
be an exciting (top secret) Ladies program. He
reported that the Uncle Sam Parade partici-
pation was a great success, and that our own
“Uncle Sam,” Noble Michael Blaine, was on
the front page of the Times Union.   
Noble Paul Kleinberger was called up to

accept well deserved congratulations for
being awarded the Wendell K. Walker Builder
of Men Award by the Grand Master of Masons
in the State of New York.  
A report was given on the NYOSA fall

meeting. 
PP John Garhartt gave a report on the

Springfield Hospital. Assistant Rabban Jim
Vooys gave a report on the Boston Hospital.  
The Potentate asked for a volunteer to be-

come Transportation Committee Chairperson.
This is a very important position to coordinate
transportation for children and families to our
Hospitals.
Benediction was given by PP Byron Moak.
Next meeting of Troy Shrine Club is October

26, 2015.

Recorder’s Corner
Ill. THOMAS K. NICHOLSON, JR., PP

Recorder, Oriental Shriners
recorder@orientalshriners.org

518-899-6407 (h) (voice and fax)
518-233-0461 (o) (voice and fax)

518-526-4771 (c)
———

Per Capita Dues Increase
At this year’s Imperial Session in Houston,

Texas, a per capita increase was approved.
The per capita portion of your dues will in-
crease from $15 to $30. This will be reflected
in your dues billing statement this fall.
If you would like to avoid this per capita in-

crease, and any future per capita increases,
you may purchase a Life Per Capita Member-
ship. Per Imperial Bylaws, a Life Per Capita
Membership may be purchased by paying to
the temple recorder an amount equal to 30
times the current per capita. Until December
31, 2015, this amount is $450 (30 times $15).
You are then exempt from the annual per
capita, and any per capita increases, and will
be subject to only the temple and hospital as-
sessments.
After December 31, 2015 the per capita will

increase to $30 and a Life Per Capita Mem-
bership will increase to $900. With subse-
quent per capita increases, the cost will rise,
as well as your annual dues.
You may purchase your Life Per Capita

Membership by sending $450 to the Re -
corder, Oriental Shriners. The recorder must
enter this into the system by December 31,
2015, so mail your payment, made out to Ori-
ental Shriners, as soon as possible. If we re-
ceive your payment and enter it into the
membership system by September 30, your
2016 dues statement will reflect your Life Per
Capita Membership and your billed amount
will be only $26.15.
Any Life Per Capita Membership purchase

request received by the recorder after Decem-
ber 31 will cost $900. We are not able to back
date any purchases in the system.
If you are an Associate Member of Oriental

Shriners, you do not pay your per capita to
Oriental Shriners, but to the temple where you
hold your regular membership. You can con-
tact the recorder of that temple to arrange for
purchasing your Life Per Capita Membership.

CANDIDATES ARE ALL AROUND YOU
. . . TAKE OFF THE BLINDERS!



. . . SINCE 1922 3.

Believe in the Shriners’ Creed; Believe in the Cause
At Installation, the Shriners’ Creed is recited as part of the ceremony. The Creed

was crafted to reflect who we are and what we stand for. This is a significant historical
Shriners’ document which is intended to be heeded by all Shriners at all times and not
just to be recited as part of an annual ritual. In my experience thus far, it seems the in-
stallation ceremony is the only time during the year in which we actually hear or pay
some attention to the Creed. As such, I would like to share with you and reflect upon
some of the guiding principles written in the Shriners’ Creed, as it certainly deserves
more attention than what it is currently afforded.

“We believe that care for the less fortunate, especially children who suffer
from burns and crippling diseases, is our institutional calling.” 

The 22 hospitals Shriners serve do just that. Our hospitals have served and suc-
cessfully treated over one million children. In doing so, we have given them hope and
inspiration to carry on with their young lives in as normal a way as possible. Most of
you have visited one of the hospitals, or have seen videos or commercials, or at least
have heard of success stories of children helped by Shriners. Each story, each child
helped, is a wonder in and of itself that goes beyond being “institutional.”  Yes, the med-
ical science is provided for the children, but so much more transpires. Lives of all those
involved are changed for the better. Individual Shriners and Ladies fundraise to support
the hospitals; doctors, nurses, and family members provide the physical and emotional
care of the child; each child experiences a life better than what he or she would have
had otherwise. As one of our burn patients recently said to our Imperial Potentate,
Jerry Gantt, “I may look different, but I am the same person on the inside.” Our collective
efforts gave this child the ability to look into a Shriner’s eyes and say that and to move
on with a better life. This patient’s statement, and so many more like it, inspires us to
continue our dedicated work.

“together we will support each other in adherence to this creed, so that we
and our communities will be better because of our fraternity and its principles.”

The word “support” is used a great deal, I know; then again, it is a great deal for
each of you to provide any assistance you can to support the principles of the Shrine.
Take a moment to reflect on the individual effort you have put forth and the important
work you have done for the Temple over the years so that, in turn, our hospitals can
continue to be successful in providing special care to these special children. Upon this
reflection, you may remind yourself that you have made more of a difference than you
initially realized, or you may also discover that there is more you could do. 

“as shriners, we look beyond ourselves to serve the needs of others, espe-
cially children who cannot help themselves. We believe shriners hospitals to
be the world’s greatest philanthropy.” 

Indeed, we have looked beyond ourselves in our support of this great fraternity.
Our successes can be seen in the smiles of the children we serve as they take their
first steps or dance or throw a ball or re-enter the world after suffering catastrophic
burns or injuries. Those smiles and those normal activities that we take for granted in
our daily lives are major accomplishments in the lives of those children. They have
been made possible because of you and your involvement with and your belief in this
great fraternity. If you have seen any of these special children, especially up close and
personal, inevitably you will be filled with the immense pride that comes with that ex-
ceptional bond with the world’s greatest philanthropy. 

I have touched on only a few of the stated principles in the Shriners’ Creed. My in-
tent was to help you become just that much more cognizant of its original principles
that still hold strong today, to be one who recognizes how the active Shriner is an im-

(Continued on page 4)

THE POTENTATE’S
MESSAGE

?
Do You Know?

BYRON MOAK, PP, Historian

— Answers to July-August Questions —
1a.) At the 141st Imperial Session in Houston, Texas,

Hikmat Shriners was chartered.
b.) Hikmat Shriners are located in Cuiba, Mato

Grasso, Brazil.
c.) Hikmat Shriners are the 196th Shrine Center.

2a.) The next five Imperial Sessions are:
2016 Imperial Session – Tampa, Florida
2017 Imperial Session – Daytona Beach, Florida
2018 Imperial Session – Daytona Beach, Florida
2019 Imperial Session – Nashville, Tennessee
2020 Imperial Session – Kansas City, Missouri
b.) Tampa, FL, had an Imperial Session in 2006.

Kansas City was the site of Imperial Sessions in 1901,
1924, and 1976. Neither Daytona Beach nor Nashville
have hosted an Imperial Session in the past.

3.) Arnold  Palmer, a famous golfer, has appeared in
advertisements for the Shriners Hospitals for Children
and is himself, a Shriner.

4.) According to the Shrine Hospital Report at the Im-
perial Session in Houston. some $450 million has been
received in third party pay.

5.) The Shriners Hospitals for Children are now col-
laborating with the Mayo Clinic Network.

6.) Our Imperial Potentate for 2014-15, Sir Dale
Strauss, was elected President of the Colorado Corpora-
tion in an extremely close election over Ill. Sir Douglas
Maxwell, who had been President of the Board of
Trustees (Colorado Corporation) for several or more
years.

Sept.-Oct. Questions
— Answers in next Issue —

1a.) Who was the first Imperial Potentate?
b.) How long did the first Imperial Potentate serve?
c.) What Shrine Center was our first Imperial Poten-

tate a member?
2.) Of the now 196 Shrine Centers of Shriners Inter-

national, which have furnished the most Imperial Poten-
tates from their membership?

3.) Since the formation of the Shriners organization,
which Shrine Centers of the New York-Ontario Shrine As-
sociation, have had a member become Imperial Poten-
tate?

4a.) What relationship did Dr. Charles Mayo, a
founder of the Mayo Clinic, have to the Shriners?

b.) Why is the Shriners Hospitals collaboration with
the Mayo Clinic Care Network important?

5.) Who are the 2015-16 Patient Ambassadors fot the
Shriners Hospitals for Children?

SMILE NOBLE!
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The Oriental News
official publication

oriental shriners
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published nine months annually
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Publication Office: 51 Collins Ave., Troy______________________________
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Phone (518) 274-5941

W. HARRY PROUT……………………………… Editor
Phone (518) 274-5941
Fax (518) 274-1643______________________________

area advertising agents

James Flatt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PO Box 776
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Saratoga Springs 12866 Tel. 584-0602______________________________

committee on reception of guests

ALL PAST POTENTATES

�     �

SPRINGFIELD HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATION
Main Phone Number is 413-787-2000

Mr. Charles Walczak, Administrator 814-875-8700
Dr. David Drvaric, Chief of Staff 413-787-2057
Ms. Rose Reyes, Applications 413-787-2070
Ms. Jody Harris, RN, Director of Outpatient Dept. 413-787-2071
Ms. Bernadette White, Pub. Relations 413-735-1291
Ms. Kathy Tracy, Volunteers 413-735-1292

BOSTON HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATION
Main Phone Number is 617-722-3000

Mr. Thomas D’Esmond, Administrator 617-371-4715
Dr. Ronald Tompkins, Chief of Staff 617-371-4710
Ms. Monique King, Applications Secretary 617-371-4843
Ms. Cheryl Shackleton, RN, Admissions Operator 617-371-4729
Ms. Kathleen Golden, Marketing Manager 617-371-4784
Mr. Robert Tibbetts, Volunteers Director 617-371-4744

Shriner’s Pledge of Allegiance
“I pledge allegiance to my Flag and to

the country for which it stands, one Na-
tion under God, indivisible, with Liberty
and Justice for all.”

moving? Please clip address label from
back cover, attach here, complete form,
and mail to:

thomas K. nicholson, recorder
75 Water plant road
troy, new york 12182
tel./fax 518 233-0461
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Potentate’s Message ——————
(Continued from page 3)

perative component to the growing number of
beautiful smiles and major accomplishments
of those to whom we ultimately serve, the chil-
dren. 
To help you stay focused on all of the princi-

ples of the Shriners’ Creed, I encourage you to
take the time to read it through frequently, not
just hear it once a year at the Installation Cer-
emony. Take one sentence, one principle, and
personally reflect on what you are currently
doing and what more you can do as a true ded-
icated Shriner. 

Believe in the Cause!
Yours in the Faith, 
THOMAS W. ABRAHAM 
Illustrious Potentate 2015 

The September meeting of Saratoga
Shrine Club was held at the Saratoga Holiday
Inn on Monday, September 14th. P.P. Byron
Moak gave the Invocation, followed by the
Shriners Pledge to the Flag. The meeting
came to order with President Russ Lehr pre-
siding. He introduced his Lady Annalore, the
club officers and their ladies.
Sickness and Distress and Hap pi ness:

Noble Red Peek is getting out and feeling
stronger. P.P. Paul Marinello had a heart pro-
cedure done recently and is doing well.
Secretary’s report: was received by all. A

motion made by Noble Robert Harris to ac-
cept the report. It was seconded by P.P.
Howard Waller; all were in favor.
Treasurer’s report: was given by P.P. Dan

Murray, which found a balance of $1,327.27,
after expenses. A motion was made by Noble
Harold Goodsell and seconded by Noble
Frank Finch to accept; all were in favor. Both
reports will be placed on file.
Old Business: Reservations are needed for

the Fall Ceremonial.
New Business: Noble Frank Finch was in-

troduced as our speaker. His topic was “Ideas
for Recruitment for New Members” with an
outsider’s point of view.
The nightly raffle took in $84. The winners

were Ladies Jacque Harris, Leslie Abraham,
Shelly Grogan, Andrea Garhartt, P.P. Dan
Murray and Noble Armand Marion. 
P.P. Tom Nicholson spoke of the Fall Pie

Sale with the pie selections being the same
as in the past. Orders are due by October
17th and pick-up will be at the Shrine Center.
The pick-up date will be available at next
meeting.  Daughters of the Nile will be spon-
soring their Annual Oktoberfest at the
Shrine Center on October 11th and they will
have a selection of German beers and ales as
well as a great menu. As our Recorder, P.P.
Tom reported that there are several changes
from Imperial, including an annual dues in-
crease, which will come from Tampa. Tom also
noted that it was Lady Leslie’s birthday – she
was then serenaded with our birthday wishes.
Our next  meeting will be on October 12th,

the menu will be: three cheese lasagna,
chicken havarti with cheese sauce, dill and
prosciutto, and sliced roasted top sirloin w/
mushroom sauce. All selections will be served
with a salad, red bliss potatoes, rolls, desert
and a beverage. Reservations are needed by
the 7th to Dan Murray at 885-4358 or dmur-
ray13@nycap.rr.com. Price is $23 per person
including 18% tax and service charge.
President Russ introduced Ill. Tom Abra-

ham, who introduced Lady Leslie and the
Divan present: Nobles Robert Harris/Lady
Jacque, Dan Rhodes/Lady Maria, Barry
Trasacco/Lady Linda and Chief Aide Harold
Goodsell/Lady Gerry. Past Potentates present
were: Tim Grogan/Lady Shelly, Tom Nichol-
son, Bill Fink/Lady Kathy, Howard Waller/Lady
Madeline, Byron Moak, John Garhartt/Lady
Andrea, Dan Murray, and Joe Mack. Lady
Carol Slocum was also present. 
Ill. Tom spoke of the upcoming Circus dates

at Plattsburgh, Lake Placid, Glens Falls and
Amsterdam. He spoke of the work and dedi-
cation put into the Circus by Noble Barry
Trasacco and Lady Linda.  
Ill. Tom spoke of the Troy Parade and

Saratoga County Shrine Club
HAROLD GOODSELL, Secretary

thanked those for coming out. He was pleased
to have 20 nobles there, including our very
own “Uncle Sam,” Michael Blaine. He also
mentioned the Sportsman Raffle for which
there are still many tickets that need to be
sold. The Fall Ceremonial will be at the Lake
George Holiday Inn on October 31st and
reservations must be made in advance. The
Fall Ceremonial will also be the Stated Meet-
ing. Lady Leslie spoke of the raffle for the
Tiffany jewelry that was donated by P.P. Steve
Flatt and Lady Julie. There are only 100
chances available at $20.00 and will be drawn
at the Christmas Party.
With no other business on hand the Bene-

diction was given by P.P. Byron Moak. 
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Jerry G. Gantt
IMPERIAL POTENTATE

SHRINERS INTERNATIONAL
————

Jerry G. Gantt of Houston is currently serv-
ing his 11th year as a member of the Boards
of Directors for Shriners International and
Shriners Hospitals for Children. Gantt was
elected Imperial Potentate, part of the 13-
member body that helps govern the Shriners
fraternity, during the Shriners’ 2015 Imperial
Session, held in Houston, July 5 - July 9.
Gantt was raised a Master Mason at Cher-

ryville Lodge #505 in 1971. He is a member
of the York Rite, Grotto and was honored with
the 33rd Degree of the Scottish Rite. Gantt
became a member of Oasis Shriners in Char-
lotte, N.C., in 1972, and joined Arabia
Shriners in Houston in 1980, where he held
numerous offices, including chairman of the
Five-year Planning Committee. He served as
the temple’s Potentate in 2002.
Gantt is a chairman emeritus of Shriners

Hospitals for Children – Houston Board of
Governors and has served at the Imperial
level as Outer Guard Aide, Captain of the
Guard Aide, Imperial Marshal Aide and mem-
ber of the Imperial Dispensations and Char-
ters Committee. During his years as a
member of the Boards of Directors, he has
served on a number of committees, including
Budget, Building and Equipment, Information
Systems, Public Relations, Salary, Personnel
and Retirement, Planning, Corporate Compli-
ance, Education Seminars, Sports, Research,
Medical Affairs, Strategic Planning, Invest-
ments and Budget. In addition, he has served
as Liaison Officer to the Shriners Hospitals for
Children in Philadelphia, Hous-
ton, Cincinnati, Montreal,
Tampa, Honolulu and Galve-
ston. In addition to his service in
the Shriners fraternity, Gantt is
an honorary member of the De-
Molay Legion of Honor.
Born in Gastonia, N.C., Gantt

attended Wingate College in
Wingate, N.C. He then joined
the United States Marine
Corps., where he served as an
air traffic controller. He is now
President of Piedmont Contrac-
tors, Inc., a commercial general
contracting firm in Houston.
In his community, Gantt and

his wife, Lisa, enjoy NASCAR
and the Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo, where they
are life members and Gantt is
an active committee member.

Uncle Sam’s Clowns
PAUL “Fuddi-Duddy” KLEINBERGER

Want to clown around? Uncle Sam’s Clowns
are looking for a few good Shriners with big hearts
and a desire to make people smile.

We will train you! Check ’em out at the next
Troy Shrine Club meeting!

———
three members of the uncle sam’s

clowns have been honored:
l. John garhartt, PP, known as “Grumpie,”

was presented the Clown Arts Leadership
Award by the Capital Region Clown Arts Fes-
tival. A long time Shrine Clown and twice Po-
tentate of the Oriental Shriners, when asked
to take the helm of the fledgling Uncle Sam
Clowns, he gladly did so. For the past 18
months he has been coordinating the found-
ing of the unit and all that goes in to becoming
constituted clown unit of Shriners Interna-
tional.

byron “blueberry” moak, PP, was pre-
sented the 2015 Funny Bone Award by the
Clown Arts Festival. When he introduced us
all to his character “Blueberry,” his clown per-
sona was an instant hit. Since he has worked
diligently to keep the laughter rolling on many
fronts around the Capital Region. Blueberry
tickles everyone’s funny bone! Thank you,
Byron, for all you do.  

paul “fuddi-duddy” Kleinberger was
honored by the Grand Lodge of New York. The
Grand Master, M.W. William Thomas, pre-
sented Paul/Fuddi-Duddy the Wendell K.
Walker Builder of Men Award. Simply
stated those members of the Fraternity se-
lected for this award have emerged as ex-
traordinary in their devotion to the principles
of the Order, and through conscious effort and
untiring work, have helped to shape others
into those smooth stones fit for inclusion in the
Celestial Lodge above, and are correctly iden-
tified as Master Builders in the Craft …
Builders of Men.
Congratulations to one and all!
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Sportsmen’s Raffle
The Second Annual Sportsmen’s Raffle

was held on Saturday, October 17, at the Tem-
ple.  
Attendees enjoyed a fabulous meal pre-

pared by ill. p.p. paul marinello and Lady
Linda and noble barry trasacco. Several
hours were dedicated to make this delicious
meal for those who were present. There were
also several door prizes, 50/50 (won by Ill. Sir
John Scott of Cyprus), the raffling of the cus-
tom-made Shrine knife (winner being Tom
Abraham, Jr.), and of course, the raffling of
the 51 sportsmen’s items.  The winners’ list
has been submitted to Smitty’s Trapping Sup-
plies in Schaghticoke.  
I thank all of you who actively sold and/or

purchased tickets; your efforts were truly
needed and many of you came through in true
Shriner fashion! An extra word of thanks goes
to the special folks who took the time to attend
the event; it meant a great deal to me. I also
wish to give a special thanks to Lady Leslie
who helped me with producing the tickets,
dong the bookkeeping, and keeping me on
track! 
Supporting this year’s endeavor to raise

money for Oriental Shrine was important ~~
thank you sincerely! 

Sportsmen’s Raffle cooks: PP Paul Marinello (left)
and Noble Barry Trasacco.

It’s Great To Be A Shriner!



SHRINERS HOSPITALS6.

The Temple’s sponsorship of the annual
circus is the single, largest fundraiser for
the Temple, and this year’s venture was no
different. Under the leadership of our Circus
Chairman, Noble Barry Trasacco and Lady
Linda, we had yet another successful year. 
With venues at Plattsburgh, Lake

George, Glens Falls, and Amsterdam,
Walker Brothers Circus entertained the
crowds with a high wire act, an acrobatic
family, juggling and much more. There were
also humorous acts which were quite ap-
propriate for family fun of all ages. The size
of the crowds varied but not the reaction of
the crowds: Many leaving the circus
thanked Oriental for a good time and a

good circus and encouraged us to come
back next year. 
The success of the circus is due in large

part to the uncountable hours of persistent
behind-the-scenes work done by Noble
Barry and Lady Linda. Throughout this past
year, they have travelled countless miles
and attained the many essential contracts
from sponsors with their ads in order to
make this year’s advertising book the great
success that it was. Along with that, there
was continuous communication with the cir-
cus people and the various contacts for the
venue locations to make sure everything
went as smoothly as possible. With these
dedicated efforts, Noble Barry and Lady

Linda brought in thousands of dollars to the
Temple. 
There was good representation of the

Shrine with many nobles and ladies on
hand who worked to fulfill the necessary
tasks such as traffic control, selling & col-
lecting tickets, selling circus T-shirts, hand-
ing out Shrine information, clown noses,
and more. A circus would not be complete
without clowns, and a couple of Shrine
clowns fulfilled that role! 
Once again, our Nobles and Ladies

proved that working together assures a
successful venture for the Oriental Shrine
Temple. 

The 2015 Oriental Shrine Circus

congratulations to everyone on a job well done! 
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S TAT E M E N T
Recorder’s Office

F Oriental shrine hOspital Fund F

75 Water Plant Road, Troy, NY 12182

From:
Noble 

Address

City Zip

Please add the enclosed contribution to this month’s total in the Oriental Temple Hospital Fund.

_____________

If this is a memorial contribution, please give the proper information below.

In Memory of 

Acknowledge to

Address

City Zip

make checks payable to oriental shrine hospital fund.

— this contribution is tax deductible —

Fishing Tournament
A Success!

On September 13th anglers participated
in the Third Annual Fishing Tournament.
This year’s tournament, as in the previous
year, was coordinated by noble mike la-
pointe of Saratoga Shrine Club.
The tournament was a great success as

$600 was raised for the Springfield Hospi-
tal. Let’s keep this fundraiser afloat and in-
crease the support next year!
Congratulations to Noble Mike on this

successful fundraiser . . . well done! 



8. SHRINERS HOSPITALS

100  million  dollar  club

I want to become a member of the

100 million dollar club
p i have added a provision in my Will leaving a bequest to the hospitals.

p i prefer to make a cash contribution at this time of at least $100.00, which is
tax deductible

Signed

Address

City/State Zip

if this is a memorial contribution, please give the proper information below.

In Memory of

Acknowledge to

Address

City/State Zip

Make check payable to:

shriners hospitals for children
return to  — charles d. Wilson, 807 county rte. 64, shushan, ny 12873 

The Fall Conference session of the New
York/Ontario Shrine Association met in Corn-
ing, New York, at the Radisson Hotel and
Conference Center. 
The formal business meeting was held on

Saturday, September 26. The usual business
was conducted with review of the 2015

budget, the proposed budget for 2016, and
the election of the 2016 officers. 
The highlight of the session was the visit of

the Imperial Potentate, Ill. Sir Jerry Gantt and
Imperial First Lady Lisa. The Imperial Sir’s ar-
rival followed his visit to the Shriners Hospital
in Erie, thus finishing a visit to all 22 hospitals. 
In his address to the attendees, Imperial Sir

Jerry stressed the importance of bringing

more patients to our hospitals and the need
to increase membership. Imperial Sir then
asked those assembled to reflect on who
would assume responsibility for our hospitals
and support the aid of the children we serve
if membership continues to decline at its cur-
rent rate. 

Lady Lisa’s presentation was on
her project of continuing to raise
money for combatting osteogene-
sis imperfecta or OI, commonly re-
ferred to as “brittle bone disease.”
Lady Lisa is strongly committed to
furthering the research into finding
a cure for this disease so that chil-
dren with this affliction will some-
day realize their dream of walking
or hugging without the fear of
breaking bones. Her project title is
“In Dreams I Walk.” 
The Imperial Sir wrapped up the

business session by installing the
officers for 2016. The new presi-
dent is Ill. Terry Byard. Ill. Terry is
Past Potentate from Media Tem-

ple. In his brief address, he asked that there
be a greater effort from the Temples to in-
crease attendance at NYOSA conferences.
The sessions are open to Potentates, Divan
members, and all Nobles. Ladies are also en-
couraged to attend. The Spring and Fall Con-
ferences for 2016 will be held at Bonnie
Castle in Alexandria Bay, with dates to be an-
nounced. 

NYOSA: Fall 2015 What is NYOSA?
NYOSA stands for New York/Ontario

Shrine Association. The Association is com-
prised of eleven Shrine Temples: Rameses,
Oriental, Ismailia, Damascus, Media, Mecca,
Ziyara, Cypress, Kalurah, Tigris, and Kizmet. 
NYOSA meets twice a year, a Fall Confer-

ence and a Spring Conference, at select lo-
cations usually based on where the current
president is from. Meetings, for example, have
been held in Alexandria Bay, Geneva, Syra-
cuse, Saratoga, Ellicottville, and this year in
Niagara Falls and Corning. 
Attendance at the NYOSA conference is

open to all nobles of the eleven temples, and
it is encouraged for all to attend. While the
main purpose of the meetings for the nobles
is to conduct the business of budget and the
election and installation of officers, there are
programs and site visits for the ladies and, of
course, the end-of-session banquet. The hos-
pitality room is always well-furnished in tradi-
tional Shriner style and is completed with
good conversation and fellowship, providing
for a good time being had by all. 
Equally important, the NYOSA Conference

gives all potentates and divan members the
opportunity to meet and coordinate the vari-
ous temple events to avoid as many conflicts
in schedules as possible. 
For more information, visit the official web-

site at www.nyosa.org. This resource is an ex-
cellent one to use to monitor the events of the
member temples as well as cohort contact in-
formation. 

Your Opportunity to 
Win Beautiful Items!

~~~
Tiffany & Co. Jewelry — ill. steve
flatt & lady Julie have generously
donated a very beautiful 20 carat blue
chalcedony drop necklace on an 18-
inch Sterling silver chain with match-
ing 20 carat (total weight) drop pierced
earrings, with a retail value of $1400.
One hundred tickets will be available
for a donation of $20 each and the
drawing will be at the Christmas Holi-
day Party at the Oriental Temple on
Saturday, December 12.  

Quilt — lady marjorie durling
(Cambridge Shrine) has very kindly
donated a beautifully and profession-
ally crafted quilt she fashioned called
“raining cats & dogs.” It is Lady
Marjorie’s request that the donations
benefit Shriner children; therefore, we
have chosen imperial lady lisa
gannt’s project, “in dreams i Walk,”
which benefit the treatment and re-
search for Osteogenesis Imperfecta,
also know as “brittle bone disease.”
The raffle will be spearheaded by
lady Jacque harris and the winner
will be announced at the Installation of
New Officers at the Oriental Temple on
Saturday, January 9, 2016.  

Good Luck!

From left: Ill. Tom Abraham and Lady Leslie with Lady Lisa and
Imperial Sir Gantt at the 2015 Fall NYOSA Conference in Corning.
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HA2F
CONSULTANTS
IN
ENGINEERING

Design of Heating, Ventilating
and Air Conditioning, Electrical,
and Plumbing

Susan M. Palmatier, PE
William B. Fink, Jr., PE

1 Van Patten Drive
Clifton Park, NY 12065

(518) 877-8566
Fax (518) 877-8599

Quality, Family-Owned, Personalized Service and Comfortable Facilities
A FAMILY TRADITION – 90 Years and Four Generations!

“How We Do Our Work, Matters”
www.brycefuneralhome.com

L. Craig Bryce      Helen H. Bryce      David M. Cluett
Traditional services and Cremation services conducted to fit your needs

Video Tributes  � Guaranteed Pre-arrangements  � 518-272-7281

4392 Rte 150, West Sand Lake
518 674-5790

C O M P L I M E N T S  O F

W. Harry Prout, P.P.
and

Lady Elissa

C O M P L I M E N T S  O F

Adirondack Shrine Club
Johnstown, NY

Water Pumps            Septic Systems
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INDIAN LAKE, NY 12842
Phone: 518-648-6248

ADIRONDACK
TREE SURGEONS

“IT COSTS NO MORE TO HAVE THE BEST!”

We Specialize in Large and
Dangerous Removals

24 Hr RESPONSE
FULLY INSURED & BONDED

792-2225  587-0333

www.adirondacktreesurgeons.com

Glens Falls Shrine Club
Monthly meetings on the 4th Thursday
of the month except January, June,
July, August, November & December.
January, June & December dates are

variable and will be advised.

•
GAYLORD HAWLEY .............................. President
JEFF LINDSTRAND ..................1st Vice President
WALT CUNNIFF...................................... Secretary
AL WEST ..............................................…Treasurer
ROBERT RABE........................................ Chaplain

SCHENECTADY
SHRINE CLUB

• FELLOWSHIP
• GOOD WILL

• SOCIABILITY

2015 Officers
Francis P. Burek, President
David Foote, 1st Vice President
Francis Karwowski, 2nd Vice President
David E. Barnes, Secretary/Treasurer
Byron D. Moak, Chaplain

For Information (518) 356-2817

There’s a 
new pioneer 
in each of us.

pioneerbanking.com�������� �������
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TROY UNIT
New Members Always Welcome!

INDUSTRIAL ELECTRONICS

�����

ADIRONDACK 
ELECTRONICS, INC.

1991 Central  Avenue
Albany, New York 12205

(518) 456-0203

1434 Rt. 9
So. Glens Falls, NY

518-793-5131

Fax: 518-793-0736

“Seeing the Trees & the Forest”
GARY BURCH

BURCH HILL FORESTRY
BS Environmental Sciences & Forestry

30 Years Experience – NY & VT

1678 Burch Road, Granville, NY 12832
518-632-5436

email: garyeburch@gmail.com
cell: 518-955-6639

Forestry Services:
• Forest Mgt. & N.Y.S. 480a Tax Plans
• Boundary Work & Use Permits
• Wildlife & Recreation Plans
• Timber Sales & Inventory
• Timber Stand Improvement

The Prout Printers, Inc.
51 COLLINS AVENUE

TROY, NEW YORK 12180

Phone (518) 274-5941
Fax (518) 274-1643

WILLIAM H. PROUT, JR.
W. HARRY PROUT

Email: proutprinters@yahoo.com

SARATOGACO. SHRINE CLUB
DINNER MEETINGS — 6:00 P.M.

Second Monday of Each Month
All Shriners and Guests Welcome!

HOLIDAY INN, SARATOGA

C O M P L I M E N T S  O F

Howard Waller, P.P.
and

Lady Madeline

Gordon C.

Emerick
Funeral Home
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Morris-Stebbins
Miner & Sanvidge

Funeral Home
�
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Family Owned and Operated Since 1896
Guaranteed Revocable & Medicaid Trust Pre-Need Arrangements

JAMES E. PROUT
ATTORNEY AT LAW

• Wills, Trusts and Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Estate and Trust Administration
• Elder Law

MARTIN, SHUDT, WALLACE, DILORENZO & JOHNSON

258 Hoosick Street - Suite 201, Troy, New York 12180
(518) 272-6565 – Fax (518) 272-5573
email: jprout@martinshudt.com

ALLOY WHEEL REPAIR

Gaylord Hawley - Owner

• Door Dings • Minor Dent Removal •
• Auto Detailing •

NYS Registered — Insured

(518) 743-9928
7 Sarella St. • Glens Falls, NY • 12801
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   Pruning • Cabling                                   100% Fully Insured
         Fertilizing                                            Free Estimates

RICHARD SEARS TREE EXPERTS
“Quality is not Expensive . . . It’s Priceless”

793-3602
Specializing in Large PO Box 133
Dangerous Tree Removal Glens Falls, NY 12801
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SHRINE JEWELRY

• Jeweled Fezzes
• Fez Boxes
• Pins & Emblems
• Ladies Jewelry
• Ties

���������������������������������
MERREL ALLEN, Chairman
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Stefanazzi & Spargo
Granite Co., Inc.
Inside and Outside Display at:
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Serving from
Albany to Ticonderoga

for Over 50 Years
Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering,

Repairs, Bronze Markers, Pre-arrangements,
Mausoleums & Cemetery Vases

�&11&/*-(��3�$/2*-(��.-&�.-
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“Our Reputation is Your Best Protection”

�����������	��./
�����������	�

Main Office
& Workshop

���������������##�
President

Compliments of

Past Potentate Lew
& Lady Carol Slocum

BAXTER-ANDREW
FUNERAL HOME

1867 State Street
Schenectady, NY 12304

518-346-0787

�
COURTLAND M. ANDREW

1933 - 2012

In Memory of

Richard M. Lebowich, P.P.
by

Lady Sally O. Lebowich

Troy Area Shrine Club
All Nobles, Masons and

Their Friends are Welcome!

     FREDERICK SAUER . . . . . . . . . . . President
     BYRON MOAK  . . . . . . . . . . . Vice President
     JOHN PAGANO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Treasurer
     PAUL KAHIAN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Secretary

Meeting Last Monday of Month

CAMBRIDGE AREA
SHRINE CLUB

Meetings — 2nd Friday of the Month

We are pleased to welcome ALL
Nobles, Masons and their Friends.

TIM GROGAN (PP) ………………………. President
GARY BURCH …………………… Vice President
FRANK ROOT……………….........………Treasurer
L. JOHN GARHARTT (PP)……………… Secretary

Compliments of

Jerry McGarvey, PP
and Lady Eileen

Oriental Shriners Recorder Office
Ill. Thomas Nicholson, PP, Recorder

Your Source for Shrine Answers

������������
recorder@orientalshriners.org

�
����	��
������
To Place an Ad

Contact Business Manager Bill Prout

274-5941

Fee: $ __________

Ceremonial Date(s): ___________

To the Potentate, Officers and Nobles of ___________ 

Shriners, situated in the Oasis of _______________, Desert 

of ____________________________: I, the undersigned, 

hereby declare that I am a Master Mason in good standing 

in __________________________ Lodge #______, located 

in _____________________, ________, which is a Lodge 

recognized by or in amity with the Conference of Grand 

Masters of North America. Furthermore, I have resided at 

my current address for not less than six months, as required 

by the Bylaws of the Imperial Council. I respectfully pray 

that I may be made a Noble of the Mystic Shrine, and 

become a member of your temple. If I am found worthy, 

and my request is granted, I promise to conform to the 

Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of the Imperial Council 

and the Bylaws and Ceremonies of your temple.

Birthplace ________________________, ___________

Date of Birth ____ /____ /_____

Were you ever in DeMolay?    Yes      No

If so, name of chapter and location _____________

___________________________________________

Occupation __________________________________

Have you previously applied for  admission  to  any  
temple of  the Order?     Yes      No

If so, what location? ________________________

When? ____________________________________

Residence ____________________________________
(Street Address)

_____________________, ________, _____________
   (City)                   (Zip)                  (County)

Lady's Name _______________________________

E-mail ____________________________________

Home Phone  ( ______ ) ________-____________

Business Phone  ( ______ ) ________-____________

Mobile Phone  ( ______ ) ________-____________

__________________________________________
(Printed name in FULL - initials are not sufficient)

_________________________     ____ /____ /_____
                      (Signature)        (Date)

Recommended and vouched for on the Honor of:

___________________________     ___________
           (Noble’s PRINTED Name)                              (Member #)            

___________________________     ___________
          (Noble’s PRINTED Name)                              (Member #)            

Paid: $ _____ 
Cash/Check/CC

   

ORIENTAL SHRINERS
TROY, NEW YORK

PETITION FOR MEMBERSHIP
——— 

Return your completed application to the temple or top-line
signer at the following address:

BYRON MOAK, PP, Membership Chairman
797 Fourth Ave.
Troy, New York 12182
Phone 235-5868

TOP LINE SIGNERS:

Q Get A Shriner  Q



Oriental’s Fall Ceremonial
October 30-31, 2015

Holiday Inn Resort ~ Lake George, NY

the oriental neWs
official publication of

oriental shriners
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troy, new york 12182
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2015 TRESTLEBOARD OF SHRINE CLUBS AND UNITS
ADIRONDACK SHRINE CLUB – Quarterly meetings
CAMBRIDGE AREA SHRINE CLUB – Meets second Friday
GLENS FALLS SHRINE CLUB – Meets fourth Thursday
KEYSTONE KOPS – TBA

ORIENTAL PATROL – Meets second Monday
SARATOGA COUNTY SHRINE CLUB – Meets second Monday
SCHENECTADY SHRINE CLUB – Meets quarterly
TROY AREA SHRINE CLUB – Meets last Monday

current resident or

ORIENTAL SHRINE DATES

Fax your News to Oriental News Office: (518) 274-1643 – or Email to: proutprinters@yahoo.com
Submissions due by the 10th of the publication month

ORIENTAL SHRINERS WEBSITE – www.orientalshriners.org

  Oct. 26 (Mon,) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Troy Area Shrine Club – Shrine Center, 6:15

  Oct. 30-31 (Fri.-Sat.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FALL CEREMONIAL – Holiday Inn Resort, Lake George 

  Nov. 9 (Mon,) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Saratoga County Shrine Club – Holiday Inn, 6:00

  Nov. 13 (Fri,) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cambridge Area Shrine Club – American Legion, Cambridge

  Nov. 30 (Mon,) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Troy Area Shrine Club – Shrine Center, 6:15

  Dec. 3 (Thu,) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Glens Falls Shrine Club – Holiday Inn, Lake George

All Unit Fund Raising Activities MUST Receive Written Permission from the Potentate — Disclaimers, etc. — Don’t Forget!


